Making Progress Towards a Parish Plan for Meopham

Bulletin Number 3 – September 2008
In January 2008 Meopham Parish Council commissioned an independent Steering Group to prepare a Parish Plan having initially conducting an earlier Parish-wide survey. The aim of a Parish Plan is to look at wider issues and to find out what the local community wants for the future. It is the opportunity to exercise more local control and to work out how to deliver improvements in their neighbourhoods with a major contribution from the residents themselves. 

The Meopham Parish Plan Steering Group (MPPSG) members were tasked to produce a Parish Plan or the Parish Council with their findings. MPPSG has based its assessment on responses to a range of issues that have an impact on local residents. They will consider what solutions are possible, arising from responses at meetings, from questionnaires, surveys, the website and shortly at an open forum. 

The main areas of enquiry for the Parish Plan were identified, ranging from the effect of having a major highway passing through the Parish, with traffic disruption and speeding; how people regard crime and anti-social behaviour with the response from the law enforcement officers; protection for the environment and the Green Belt; the need for youth and young people to develop both in school and be suitably occupied outside; and to see what level of services and amenities are available for the community's benefit. 

MPPSG were assisted in their deliberations and part funded by a grant from Action with Communities in Rural Kent, with guidance from their adviser on how to conduct the consultation process and to produce recommendations and an action plan. The remaining funds, to support the preparation of the Plan, were provided by Meopham Parish Council. MPPSG will put their recommendations to the Parish Council to seek their implementation. 

When the final recommendations are agreed and converted into the Action Plan, this will provide the framework for the planning of Meopham, over the next 4 years. It will be based on a mandate from the residents and will referred to by the Parish Council in their discussions on the future of Meopham with other local authorities and service providers. 

However, before they reach this ultimate stage, the members want to give the rest of the community their last chance to have their final say before making their recommendations. An open forum is taking place in Meopham Village Hall. Why not call in on Saturday, 20th September 2008 between 1.30 and 4pm, and spend a little time to find out whether or not you agree with their findings and make your views known on the proposed recommendations. 

The members of MPPSG are: 

Brian Boughton, Dawn Bramer, Ceri Courtney, Michael Gillott, Sheila Howe, Paula Robinson, Simon Westmacott and Michael Windsor; together with Parish Councillors Bill Fisher, Yvonne Carne-Ross, Mandy Green and Douglas Powell.
